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‘SPG?’ Types - précis of an article that first appeared in the Perfin Society Bulletin N°. 344 (Oct 2006). 


Way back in 1994, whilst preparing the sheets for Section ‘S’ of the ‘New Illustrated Catalogue’, it became 
apparent that a great number of Perfin ‘variations’ reported over the years could be explained if individual 
letters had been ‘clamped’ together to produce the required initials. The ‘Eureka? moment came when the 
plethora of “SPG” patterns then in existence were reached - hence the name. However, at the time I didn’t 
know enough to catalogue them accurately, and simply called them S5900.00. In my defence, I did devote a 
whole page to them and illustrated many examples. These particular SPG's were naturally all of the 3-letter 
type, but since then we can now recognise both 2-letter and single-letter types. Even a solitary 4-letter type 
has been reported, although this presents an enigma - see later. 


Please note that this is only a brief summary of where we are currently at with the so-called ‘SPG’ types, and 
in no way represents a definitive work. I'm sure that discoveries lie ahead that will add to our knowledge of 
these patterns, and perhaps alter the way in which they are catalogued. 


What are the basic assumptions? 
1. Individual letters were ‘clamped’ together to produce the initials. 


The ‘proof’ is the occurrence of a characteristically wonky “P” known in at least two different positions. 
It may well be that others have noticed this particular “P” used to make up other initials - if you have, I 


would be interested to know. 


2. Three-letter ‘SPG’ types always read down the stamp (with the monarch’s head upright), whereas single, 
2-letter, and 4-letter examples are always upright. None have yet been found reversed. 


Difficult to *prove', but no-one has yet reported an example that contravenes either of these tenets. 


If you have any that do, again I would be very pleased to hear from you. 


3. The 'made-up' die was single headed in that only one set of initials could be produced with one strike of 
the die. Admittedly, multiple sheets of stamps (possibly three, or four) would have been initialled at each 
strike. 


The ‘proof’ offered is the 2x2 block taken from the ‘Gault Catalogue 
of G.B. Perfins'. It does not show the constant spacing expected 
between neighbouring patterns if the ‘die’ was multiheaded, 20.5mm 
horizontally or 24.5mm vertically for a definitive sized stamp. 
Furthermore, each pattern is ‘identical’ to its neighbour, proof 
positive that the clamped die was single headed. 
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4. There are two basic types of letters used with a change-over date of c1906, give-or-take a year either 
way. In the past I have referred to them as ‘large’ and ‘small’ letters, but this is potentially misleading 
and in future they will simply be referred to as either ‘Earlier’ (i.e. c1906 or before) or ‘Later’ (i.e. c1906 
or after). 


The ‘Later’ type is easier to recognise as the letters are 4-pins high and ‘small’, usually in the range 4.5 
mm to 5 mm high. 


Examples of the ‘Later SPG type’ of “EBL” (E0415.01v) and “EST” (E4460.01v) showing the typical 
variation that can be found. 


The ‘Earlier’ versions of these two sets of lettering show the use of letters that are usually (but not 
always!) 5-pins high, and generally bigger, usually in the range 5.5 mm to 6.5 mm. 


Examples of the ‘Earlier’ SPG type’ of “EBL” (E0415.02v) and “EST” (E4460.02v) showing the typical 
variation that can be found. 


The suffix ‘v’ warns collectors that ‘variations’ can be expected, not only in the position of the letters, 
but also in their shape, size, and pin-count. 


5. Two-letter types. 


Brentford and Chiswick postmarks link all these examples to ‘Stratton, Gentry & Co’, Coal Merchants, 


Brentford & Chiswick. 
‘Earlier’ examples 1906 or before. 4" example is dated 16" Oct 1906. 
‘Later’ examples, 1906 or later. 3" example is dated 25" Mar 1907. 
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6. Single-letter types. 


Inevitably, these are the most difficult to spot, but again Chiswick postmarks give the game away for 
these single-letter S's. Again, almost certainly used by ‘Stratton, Gentry & Co’, Coal Merchants, 
Brentford & Chiswick. 


‘Earlier’ examples 1906 or before. 4" example is dated 30" July 1906. 


‘Later’ examples, 1906 or later. 


Just one example of such a beast has been reported, "MS/WJ" (M5410.02v), on a 
Queen Victoria Jubilee !2d (verm) postmarked “766' Swindon, and dating to c1895. 
The enigma presented here is that a mixture of 5-pin and 4-pin high letters has been 
used, and such small 4-pin high letters are unknown in any other ‘SPG’ types from the 
Victorian era. 


7. 4-letter type. 





8. Change-over date, c1906. 


The threes dates shown previously for "S" and "SG" are typical of the latest/earliest dates generally 
encountered, although I am well aware that ‘three swallows don’t make a summer’! 


Sometimes later types do not exist for corresponding earlier types (and vice versa). Of course the 
company could have gone out of business, changed its name, or even used ‘conventional’ Perfins such as 
YOST, in use from 1899 - see Bulletin No.327, page 16. 


9. Ampersands. 


A wide variety of ampersands have been noted on ‘SPG’ types, including two ‘minimal’ types shown in 
the first two illustrations. 


10. The ‘Die’ Maker. 


Dave Hill has established that ‘Waterlow & Son’ was the probable source for these ‘SPG’ type patterns, 
going back to the early 1880's. He noticed that, J B Pash and J V Drake, users of 'SPG' types “JBP” and 
“JVD” respectively, were amongst the clients that J Sloper & Co ‘inherited’ from Waterlows. For more 
details, see Dave’s article in Bulletin N°.293 (April 1998), pages 19-21. 
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The following table lists the 428 known ‘SPG’ Types - correct to 1” January 2019. 
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d | Earlier Type| Later Type 

1 13 

2 60 

3 149 

4 0 

TOTALS | 200 | 22 
| Cat No. | Letters | Type | Die in Use 
1 A0530.05v ABC SPG-L3 | 1922 | 1930 
2 1901 
3 AEL 1905 
4 1922 
5 1900 
6 1939 
7 1906 
8 AOC 1910 
9 1930 
10 1915 
m 1907 
12 1900 
13 1907 
14 | BOOO9-01v | — B [| SPG-L1 | 1906 | 1939 
15 | B0010.01v_| B [| SPG-A1 | 1906 | 1930 
16 | BOO12.02v | B [| SPGL2 | 1928 | 1935 
17 | B00132v | B | SPG-E1 | 1903 | 1905 
18 1925 
19 1900 
20 1920 
21 1907 
22 1915 
23 1906 
24 1915 
25 1903 
26 1900 
27 BEE 1895 
28 1930 
29 1900 
30 1920 
31 1907 
32 BHG 1905 
33 1912 
34 BLO 1906 
35 1930 
36 1940 
37 1915 
38 1906 
39 | B610000v | BR | SPG-L2 | 1915 | 1935 
40 1935 
4l 1910 
42 1904 
43 BYC 1912 
44 B7580.02v B&W SPG-L 3 1910 | 1924 
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| Cat No. | Letters | Type | Die in Use 
45 B7630.01v BWB SPG-L3 | 1906 | 1915 
46 BWB 1906 
47 1905 
48 1895 
49 CDC 1915 
50 C&F 1920 
51 C&F 1907 
52 CGC 1915 
53 1901 
54 CHG 1903 
55 C&J 1915 
56 CIN 1930 
57 CKS 1920 
58 CKS 1907 
59 1930 
60 CLB 1905 
61 C&P 1905 
62 CPF 1939 
63 CPF 1906 
64 C&S 1930 
65 1895 
66 CUA 1906 
67 CUA 1897 
68 CUA 1892 
69 CUA 1912 
70 1900 
71 | D0210.10v_| DB | SPG-L2 | 1907 | 1934 
72 | D02102v | DB | SPG-L2 [ 1905 | 1910 
73 1915 
74 1907 
75 DMC 1900 
76 | D376000v | DP — | SPG-E2 | 1905 | 1907 
77 | D376003v | DP — | SPG-L2 | 1907 | 1915 
78 | D401002v | DR — | SPG-E2 | 1895 | 1895 
79 DWG 1920 
80 1920 
81 1906 
82 E&A 1920 
83 EAF 1939 
84 1937 
85 EBL 1915 
86 EBL 1907 
87 ECA 1939 
88 ECA 1905 
89 ECD 1930 
90 1930 
91 1905 
92 EEF 1920 
93 1920 
94 EFO 1893 
95 ELA 1915 
96 ELA 1906 
97 ELR 1920 
98 EOC 1895 
99 E3440.02v EPC SPG-L3 | 1912 | 1920 
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| Cat No. | Letters | Type | Die in Use 
100 | E3760.01v ER SPG-L2 | 1915 | 1920 


101 1906 
102 1912 
103 1915 
104 1906 
105 1917 
106 1907 
107 1900 
108 1915 
109 1906 
110 1906 
i 1930 
112 1905 
TE 1935 
m 1940 
15 1906 
116 1924 
117 1939 
118 1905 
119 1935 
120 1905 
Fi 1939 
122 1900 
123 1939 
124 1920 
Ds 1907 
126 1907 
17 1915 
128 1895 
129 1930 
130 1905 
131 1910 
132 1905 
133 1903 
134 1895 
135 1920 
136 1895 
137 1900 
138 1915 
139 1920 
140 1906 
141 1905 
12 1920 
143 1908 
144 1906 
145 1910 
146 1930 
147 1920 
148 1905 
149 1922 
150 1907 
151 1920 
152 1939 
153 1905 


154 | H0410.06v H&B SPG-E3 | 1895 | 1906 
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'SPG' Types 








Cat No. 


Letters | Type 


Die in Use 














155 


156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 | 7370501v | JHL — | SPGL3 | — | 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
208 


209 


H0410.09v 


K0610.04v 


H&B SPG-L 3 


KE SPG-L 2 


1906 


1906 


1930 
1935 
1907 
1895 
1940 
1906 
1901 
1939 
1906 
1934 
1940 
1939 
1907 
1895 
1902 
1905 
1915 
1898 
1939 
1906 
1920 
1907 
1922 
1920 
1903 
1900 
1906 
1913 
1939 
1906 
1937 
1906 
1939 
1900 
1920 
1900 
1920 
1935 
1907 
1910 
1940 
1907 
1930 
1915 
1906 
1908 
1912 
1915 
1905 
1915 
1906 
1890 
1895 
1929 














SPG Types - 07 


PERFINS of Great Britain. — — — — — — —— ‘SPQ’ Types 








| Cat No. | Letters | Type | Die in Use 
210 | K0610.05v KE SPG-E2 | 1900 | 1906 


211 1905 
212 1920 
213 1935 
214 1915 
215 1908 
216 1906 
217 1910 
218 1905 
219 1910 
220 1905 
221 1900 
222 1907 
223 1907 
224 1910 
225 1912 
226 1905 
227 1895 
228 1920 
229 1939 
230 1920 
231 1895 
232 1905 
233 1939 
234 1906 
235 1936 
236 1920 
237 1915 
238 1930 
239 1911 
240 1920 
241 1908 
242 1903 
243 1915 
244 1906 
245 1920 
246 1907 
247 1912 
248 1901 
249 1905 
250 1910 
251 1920 
252 1905 
253 1939 
254 1906 
255 1929 
256 1930 
257 1906 
258 1945 
259 1920 
260 1915 
261 1907 
262 1895 
263 1924 


264 | N0257.02v NBC SPG-E3 | 1895 | 1900 





























© Perfin Society SPG Types - 08 


PERFINS of Great Britain. 


© Perfin Society 


'SPG' Types 




















| Cat No. | Letters | Type | Die in Use 
265 | N0257.03v NBC SPG-L3 | 1912 | 1920 
266 1939 
267 1940 
268 1906 
269 1939 
270 1910 
271 1895 
272 1900 
273 1895 
274 1910 
275 1907 
276 1915 
277 1940 
278 1930 
279 1930 
280 1900 
281 1919 
282 1906 
283 1895 
284 1906 
285 1920 
286 1901 
287 1920 
288 1928 
289 1920 
290 1906 
291 | P0410.01Av | PB | SPG-L2 | 1906 | 1922 
292 | P0410.13v_| PB — | SPG-L2 | 1930 | 1939 
293 1915 
294 1945 
295 1907 
296 1920 
297 1900 
298 1920 
299 1940 
300 1908 
301 1900 
302| PI65001v | PDR — | SPG-L3 | 1915 | 1920 
303 1939 
304 1900 
305 1895 
306 1900 
307 1890 
308 1941 
309 1907 
310 1924 
311 1940 
312 1906 
313 1940 
314 1906 
315 | Q001002 | Q | SPG-L1 | 1907 | 1920 
316| Q00120] | Q | SPG-E1 | 1900 | 1907 
317| Q001201a4 | Q — | SPG-E1 | 1905 | 1907 
318 | QOI3001v | OB — | SPG-E2 | 1895 | 1901 
319 | Q0160.01v QC SPG-L2 | 1907 | 1920 
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'SPG' Types 








Cat No. 


Letters | Type 


Die in Use 














320 


321 
322 | RO00901v | — R | SPG-L1 | 1928 | 
323 | R0010.02v_| R | SPG-L1 | 1905 | 
324 | R0011.02v_| R | SPG-L1 | 1920 | 
325 | R0011.05v_| R | SPG-L1 | 1903 | 
326 | R0012.07v_| R | SPG-L1 | 1905 | 
327 | R0310.04v_| — RB | SPG-L2 | 1908 | 
328 | R0310.06v_| RB | SPG-E2 | 1895 | 
329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 
356 
357 
358 
359 
360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
370 
371 
372 
373 


374 


Q0160.02v 


T1580.03v 


OC SPG-E 2 


T&F SPG-E 3 


1905 


1903 


1907 
1895 
1932 
1920 
1924 
1905 
1930 
1920 
1909 
1900 
1902 
1922 
1907 
1915 
1907 
1906 
1910 
1924 
1924 
1930 
1920 
1903 
1906 
1920 
1930 
1907 
1920 
1907 
1900 
1920 
1907 
1900 
1930 
1905 
1930 
1939 
1900 
1920 
1906 
1895 
1925 
1905 
1922 
1906 
1935 
1920 
1902 
1915 
1906 
1930 
1941 
1939 
1936 
1930 
1907 














SPG Types - 010 


PERFINS of Great Britain. 


© Perfin Society 


'SPG' Types 








Cat No. 


Letters | Type 


Die in Use 














375 


376 
377 
378 
379 
380 
381 
382 
383 
384 
385 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
395 
396 
397 
398 
399 
400 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
413 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
425 
426 
427 


428 


T1580.04v 


Y1120.01v 


T&F SPG-L 3 


YTC SPG-E 3 


1907 


1891 


1915 
1905 
1906 
1939 
1906 
1905 
1920 
1908 
1906 
1895 
1890 
1890 
1915 
1906 
1911 
1905 
1902 
1900 
1935 
1906 
1906 
1910 
1905 
1915 
1937 
1915 
1908 
1907 
1915 
1907 
1920 
1906 
1920 
1906 
1939 
1906 
1905 
1915 
1939 
1883 
1925 
1919 
1919 
1895 
1924 
1900 
1900 
1906 
1915 
1940 
1895 
1930 
1939 
1899 
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